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Information about villages, beaches, sightseeing, restaurants, activitiesand more...
All theinformation in this guide is sorted by popularity.

For more information please visit our section of Elafonissos on Greeka.com.
What is Greeka.com? Greeka.com is just the most popular website about Greece and the Greek |slands.

What to do after you trip? Just visit www.greeka.com and write about your experience, rate the locations you
visited and upload your pictures.

Think before you print. And if you print, print double-sided.


http://www.greeka.com/index.htm
http://www.greeka.com/peloponnese/elafonissos/index.htm
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About Elafonissos

Thetiny island of Elafonissos is located opposite the southeastern tip of Peloponnese. The history of the island
dates back to the Neolithic period.

In the ancient times, it is believed that the island of Elafonissos was a peninsula by the name of "Onou Gnathos'
(which means Donkey Jawbone). Presently called Elafonissos (meaning the Island of the Deer), the island was
arich hunting ground in antiquity and even today, the island has a limited population of deer.

In the 16th and 17th century A.D., the island is believed to have been used as a base by Pirates thanks to its
strategic position in the Eastern Mediterranean. Even today, the Channel of Elafonissos continues to be the
main gateway for hundreds of ships that pass through it each day and night.

Theisland covers an area of 19 square kilometers and is home to a population of about 800 in the winter. It was
settled in the middle of the 19th century by inhabitants of the opposite Mani region, Laconia, after the final
annexation of the island to Greece from the English and aso after the end of piracy in the Aegean.

Fishing is the mainstay of the local economy. In summer, tourism also becomes an important source of revenue
for the islanders. Elafonissos is known for its rugged beauty. It has grown into a popular tourist destination for
many visitors who come here in summer to spend a weekend.

The island boasts some very beautiful white sandy beaches with azure-green waters. Almost all the beaches on

Elafonissos wear atropical look. The popular one is Simos beach. The tourist facilities on the island are enough
to satisfy its visitors. The main tourist spot is Elafonissos village and the beaches of Simos and Kontogianni.
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Villages of Elafonissos

Elafonissos Village
Location: On the northern side of theisland
Description: Thisisthe main village, capital and port of the island. Traditional architecture and narrow aleys

create a pleasant picture of this fishing village.
Sightseeing: Church Of Agios Spiridon
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http://www.greeka.com/peloponnese/elafonissos/elafonissos-villages/elafonissos-village.htm
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Beaches of Elafonissos

Simos
Location: On the southern side of theisland

Description: This pristine beach is the most popular on Elafonissos. The white sand, crystal water and great
landscape make Simos look like atropical beach.

Elafonissos p 4/7


http://www.greeka.com/peloponnese/elafonissos/elafonissos-beaches/elafonissos-simos.htm
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The copyright of this guide belongs to Greeka.com. Y ou do NOT have the right to use or copy photos or other
material from this guide without prior written permission by Greeka.com. If you want to use material from this
guide, please first contact us.

Greeka.com

» Adress: Makrigianni 26A, 18537 Piraeus/Athens, Greece
* E-mail: info@greeka.com

» Tel: +30 210 4526900

 Fax: +30 210 4526960
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